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August Church ServicesSt. Andrew's, Sandon 

Sunday 3rd Trinity 7 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
  3:00 pm Tea on the Green 
 4:00 pm Songs of Praise 
Monday 4th  10:00 pm Commemoration of the  
  Centenary of the Declaration of 

  the First World War 
Tuesday 5th   9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Sunday 10th Trinity 8  8:00 am Said Holy Communion 
 10:00 am Family Service 
Tuesday 12th   9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Wednesday 13th   9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer 
Sunday 17th Trinity 9 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 19th   9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Sunday 24th Trinity 10 10:00 am Sung Eucharist 
Tuesday 26th   9:30 am Said Holy Communion 
Wednesday 27th   9:30 am NO Celtic Morning Prayer 
Sunday 31st Trinity 11 10:00 am Sung Eucharist  

KS APPLIANCES 
Domestic Appliance Repairs 

Sales and Repairs 

01245 225472/01245 221628 
ksappliances@aol.com 

 Washing Machines  Fridge Freezers

 Tumble Dryers Cookers Dish Washers 
  Commercial/Industrial Appliances 
  Large range of new machines in stock 
 Fast Efficient Service  All repairs fully guaranteed 
  NO HIDDEN FEES - VERY COMPETITIVE 
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Sandon Parish Contacts 
Howe Green URC  
 Revd Jon Sermon Minister 601662 
Essex County Councillor 
 Ian Grundy   01277 840737 
Chelmsford City Councillors 
 Chris Kingsley   c.kingsley@chelmsford.gov.uk 223744 
 Bob Shepherd   b.shepherd@chelmsford.gov.uk 223709 
 Ian Wright   i.wright@chelmsford.gov.uk 226289 
Sandon Parish Councillors 
 Ron Bullus Chair  r.bullus188@btinternet.com 473633 
 Cedric Calmeyer  cedhilcal@aol.com 478900 
 Darren Chaplin   drrnchpln@aol.com 478325 
 Martin Cross Vice-Chair xfamily@nildram.co.uk 478275 
 Dee Hyatt   dee.hyatt@virgin.net 478203 
 David Pearson   david@pearson7.plus.com 471589 
 Ron Robbin-Coker  ronrobco@gmail.com 476808 
 Sue Dobson Clerk parishclerk@sandon.info 227734 
Sandon Village Hall 
 Julie Fisher  Chair  475976 
 Evelyn Ellis Vice-Chair  222682 
 Nick Bobeldijk Treasurer  471756 
 Ray Kerslake Bookings  472386  
St Andrew's Youth Fellowship  
 Evelyn Ellis    222682 
Uniformed Organisations 
 Susan Little Brownies  01621 840525 
 Jane Ronaldson Girl Guides 07939 047987 
 Janet Bernardes Beavers  476830 
 Jean Blake Cubs  603155 
 Neville Paul Scouts  474891 
Women's Institute 
 Dorothy Gray    223609 
Sandon Sports Club 
 Graham Lucas    283730 
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Terry’s Letter 

This month we commemorate 
and remember the centenary of 
World War I as a church and 
community with our special 
service on Monday 4th August at 

10:00 pm, an hour before the 
time when the First World War 
was declared. All are welcome; 
there will be an exhibition in 
church of various items of the 
First World War. 
All the events we attend and the 
service at St Andrew’s will be a 
great occasion to remember and 
honour the bravery of those 
involved, and the bravery of 
those who have done their duty 

since. 
Woodbine Willie 
The Rev George Anketell 
Studdert Kennedy was the son 

of a parson who followed in his 

father’s calling and in 1914 
became vicar of St Paul’s, 
Worcester. Within a few weeks 
the Great War began and 
George, like many other young 
clergy, immediately volunteered 

as an army chaplain and soon 
found himself on the western 
front, right in the middle of the 
‘war to end all wars’. By the time 
the war was over he had 
achieved an odd new name, a 

Military Cross for ‘exceptional 
bravery’ and an honoured place 
in its annals. The young chaplain 
had become ‘Woodbine Willie’ – 
a nickname given him by the 
soldiers in the trenches, but 

which stuck with him for the rest 
of his life. 
People under fifty probably won’t 
have any idea what a ‘Woodbine’ 
was, but it was the cheapest way 
into the forbidden joys of 

smoking. ‘Woodbines’ – small 
cigarettes – were available in 
packets of five (rather than ten or 
twenty) and so even pocket 
money could buy them. During 
the Great War they were the 

standard popular ‘fag’ in an era 
when almost all men smoked. 
Indeed, my father, tending 
wounded and even dying men as 
an army medic, would routinely 
light a cigarette and place it 

between their lips. 
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‘Woodbine Willie’ carried a 

permanent supply of Woodbines 
in his pockets along with his 
Bible – hence the nickname. He 
gave men a ‘fag’, and at the 
same time, in the most natural 
way, offered them 

encouragement, sympathy and 
prayer. He insisted on sharing all 
their experiences, including 
going into No Man’s Land to 
minister to the injured and dying 
– allies or enemies. The 

chaplains serving on the battle-
field won the universal respect of 
the troops. They insisted on 
sharing the life of the trenches 
and getting to know the soldiers 
personally. This led many 

chaplains, including Studdert 
Kennedy, radically to alter their 
approach and even their 
theology. They quickly realised 
how remote the average soldier 
was from formal church services 

and the language of the Bible 
and the Prayer Book. They came 
back after the War determined to 
change things in church, but it 
wasn‘t easy. 
Studdert Kennedy moved from 

being a typical Edwardian 
parson, who thought that the 
main object of a war was to win it 
– he once joined the troops for 
bayonet practice – to being a 
convinced pacifist who thought 

the best thing to do with wars 
was to end them. 

After the war he became a vicar 

in the City of London, a 
published poet and in the early 
days of radio a popular 
broadcaster. When he died in 
1929 it was reported that crowds 
lined the pavements as his 

funeral procession made its way 
through the streets. Food for the 
Fed-up was the title of a book he 
wrote principally for the soldiers 
in the trenches. It was the Creed 
explained in their language. The 

Unutterable Beauty was the title 
of his Collected Poems, many of 
them based on his experience of 
the western front. He did indeed 
find a mysterious beauty in the 
grim humour, honest fear and 

raw courage of the men with 
whom he had so often shared a 
fag and a prayer. 
Today is perhaps a moment to 
pause, to wait, to consider all the 
things that spurred them on, and 

maybe to rekindle the fires of 
faith and honour and duty in our 
own lives too. Please let us join 
together for this.  
God’s word says to us of Jesus’s 
love through his death, ‘Greater 

love has no one than this: to lay 

down one’s life for one’s friends.’  
This is the love that was echoed 
in the lives of all who fought or 
stayed here during the First 
World War.  
We will remember them.  

Terry 
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Saturday 31st May  
RRT Invasion at  
Sandon Village Hall! 

What does this mean? 
A team of 10 young men from 
RRT (RAPID RESPONSE 

TEAM) came and worked on two 
specific jobs. This is a voluntary 
group, supporting local 
communities in times of need. 
The Village Hall certainly is 
always in need because it is run 

by volunteers and self-financing 
so we are often unable to keep 
up with much needed 
maintenance. 
Outside the Hall, 8 of the group 
donned high-viz jackets and, 

with their own equipment and 
paint, climbed ladders, sanded 

and painted the soffits around 
the whole building, free of 
charge. This was an amazing 

sight. Two men worked on each 
side. This was a very much 
needed job to preserve the 
exterior wood. 
Inside the Hall, 2 men replaced 
the stage curtain track. This was 

thanks to Ryan Parsons and his 
company, Yewdale, who supplied 

The Armstrong Gibbs Society 

GIBBS MUSIC FESTIVAL 
Friday 19th to Sunday 21st September at Danbury Church 

Details at www.armstronggibbs.com/festival 
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the rail track, cord and fittings, 

free of charge. It now means 
‘easy glide’ curtains that 
‘disappear’ both sides of the 
stage. Those who use the Hall 
know that since the new metal 
steps were installed, the stage 

right curtain has always 
obstructed stage access from 
the steps. 
The Village Hall Committee of 
Management is truly grateful for 
this magnificent gesture by RRT 

and Yewdale and we are indeed 
indebted to Ryan Parsons and 
Murray Lucas for their fore-
thought and leadership in this 
marvellous project. Their work 
has helped greatly to achieve a 

smart, up-to-date Village Hall. 
The Youth Fellowship provided a 
lunch of bacon and egg rolls, 
tea, coffee and cold drinks. 
During July the stage and foyer 
curtains will be dry cleaned and 

fire proofed. In the third week of 

August building work 
commences on the Disabled 
Toilet Project as planning has 
been approved and substantial 
money awarded through Awards 
For All. 

Julie Fisher and Evelyn Ellis 
Sandon Village Hall Committee 

of Management 
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Bishop from Marsabit 

Bishop Rob and his wife Sue 
visited Sandon on 22nd June. He 
took the 10 am service and they 
stayed afterwards to speak to us 
more about their diocese and 

about life in the Northern part of 
Kenya. 
We followed a Kenyan 
communion service and received 
a blessing in Swahili. 
Bishop Rob thanked St Andrew’s 

for their support for Joshua and 
James in Marsabit and he told us 
a little about the harsh and 
difficult conditions there. We saw 
some slides of churches, and 
housing. Travel conditions were 

interesting – sometimes by 4 × 4, 

sometimes more appropriately 

by camel! Within his sermon he 
asked whether we thought it mat
-tered that folk be Christian and 
that in the Marsabit diocese 
where there are Muslims actively 
proselytising too it became most 

important to be clear and to 
know who our faith is in. He 
described how Christ is a shep-
herd who coerces his flock 
gently and contrasted it with the 
warrior behind Islam who takes 

ground and seeks to hold it by 
force. 
Sue brought some articles for 
sale, made in Marsabit. We are 
grateful they made time to visit 
us in their busy schedule in 
England.  Judy Cecil 
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This is part 3 of 4 of Inspector 

Dick Thomas’ piece for Sandon 

Parish Magazine. Editor 
The Puppy Programme 
Over the years gift dogs were 

found to only be about 70% 
effective. By taking dogs on at 
around 18 months we often 
would not know their 
background, how they were 
raised and blood lines. This 

meant they were often not of the 
temperament 
we now seek 
in our dogs. 
A few years 
ago a puppy 

programme 
was 
introduced to 
try to develop 
a more reliable 
line of dogs. 

Led by one of 
the trainers at 
Sandon the programme drew on 
experience and expertise from 
around the Country, both within 
and outside of the police service. 
Essex Police normally breeds 
one litter per year which 
provides us with sufficient new 
dogs to meet our needs. Once 
old enough, the dogs go to 
members of the public, who 

have been selected to act as 

puppy walkers, for the next year 
or so. 
During the puppy walker stage 
the dogs are exposed to normal 
home life and a variety of 

environmental conditions as 
would be expected of any pet 
dog. 
The dogs are not police trained 
at this time but allowed to be 
pups with just some basic 

manners and obedience being 
taught, under 
the guidance 
of the police 
dog trainers. 
We have 

found that 
this 
programme 
has provided 
us with more 
control over 

blood lines 
and allowed 

us to breed strong, driven dogs 
but which are far more balanced 
in temperament. 
Deployments 
The Essex Police Dog Section 
core role is to provide all of 
policing with the specialist 
benefits of the dog. 
The majority of our work is 
tracking and searching for either 

missing persons, suspects or 
discarded property. 

Essex Police Dog Section 

One of the pups at the ‘cute’ stage  
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That said the dogs are also 

invaluable at deterring unwanted 
behaviour. Whether it be at a 
football game, night club or 
major public order incident the 
dogs provide a welcome 
presence. At these events just a 

few dogs can control a crowd 
that would take numerous 
officers, and there are not many 
who try to argue the point with 
the dog. 
The dogs are on duty 24 hours a 

day 365 days a year and teams 
will deploy to 
anywhere in 
the County. 
We can also 
provide cross 

border 
support to 
other forces 
in times of 
need. 
You will often 

see both handlers and dogs 
soaking wet and caked in mud 
after a search across fields. The 
only difference between them is 
that the dogs thoroughly enjoy 
the cold, wet and dirt, which 

cannot always be said of the 
handler. 
One of our dogs, now retired, 
received a Chief Constable’s 
Commendation for bravery after 
he detained a fleeing criminal 

who had tried to seriously injure 
him. Kaiser emerged ruffled, but 

otherwise uninjured, which is not 

what could be said of the 
criminal. 
Formal recognition was also 
given to Police Dog King who 
found a vulnerable missing 
person in circumstances where, 

had it not been for King, the 
person would have died. 
Very recently two of our teams 
went on the hunt for some 
burglary suspects in the south of 
the County. Following a call to 

suspects making off from a 
burglary the 
teams split 
up with one 
chasing a 
suspect 

down a dark 
alley and 
making one 
arrest with 
the second 
team 

carrying out a search, finding the 
second suspect hiding under a 
tarpaulin in a back garden. 
Our drugs dogs are often finding 
illegal drugs hidden in various 
areas of cars or properties, with 

the dogs indicating to the stash 
even when it’s well hidden and 
would otherwise have gone 
undetected. 
These types of events are a 
regular occurrence for the 

section. 

A Drugs Dog 

August 2014 
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Declaration of World War 1 

St. Andrew’s will be remem-
bering on Monday 4th August 
The church will be open from 
10 am to 4 pm for people to visit 
and view artefacts of the First 

World War. There will also be a 
chance to reflect on the event 
and to light a candle. The Church 
will open again at 9 pm for fur-
ther viewing and then there will 
be a service in Church at 10 pm 

until 11 pm 
At this service there will be 
music, poems and prayers. At 
11pm the time when war was 
declared 100 years ago all the 
candles will be extinguished and 
one candle will remain lit as a 

symbol of peace. 
I do hope you are able to visit 
the church during the day and 
also to attend the service at 
10pm. We look forward to seeing 
you.  Terry 

This cartoon is reproduced by permission of The Manawatu Standard, 

New Zealand. It was produced by their resident cartoonist Evans to 
mark Anzac Day and seems appropriate for our own commemorative 
events planned for August. It was received by Sandon WI from our 
correspondent in Palmerston North, New Zealand. Our thanks are due 

too to Pat Eden for arranging this permission. 
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SUMMER FAMILY BBQ 
Sunday 31

st
 of August  

from 12:30 pm 

All are Welcome! 
St. Andrew’s churchyard grounds, 

Sandon 

* CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT 

and GAMES  

* BBQ FARE, SALADS ETC  
*GAZEBOS  

*BRING YOUR OWN DRINKS, 

CHAIRS AND PICNIC EQUIPMENT 
Tickets : David Farrar (471484)  

Chris�ne Mennie (281305)  
Janet Terry (472997) or at the gate 

Adults £6, Children £3 
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St Andrew's, Sandon 
www.sandon-church.info 

Contributions should be sent 
to magazine@sandon-
church.info or Richard Cecil, 
Chestnut Cottage, CM2 7RN. 
Please ensure they are sent by 
the 10th of the month preceding 
publication. 

Wedding Register 
We offer our congratulations to: 
12th July  Christopher Marriott 

 and Jemma Sullivan 

Butts Green 
Garden Centre 

& Café 
Mayes Lane 
CM2 7RW 

Gifts - Plants - Food 
Open 9:30 am till 5:00 pm 

Tel: 01245 223524 
for reservations 
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Tea on the Green 
To celebrate the Centenary of 
the Diocese of Chelmsford we 

welcome you all who live in the 
village to Tea and cake on the 
Village Green at 3pm on Sunday 
3rd August. 
This will be followed at 4pm by a 
Songs of Praise accompanied by 

the Salvation Army band. The 
Revd Carolyn Tibbott Vicar of 
Broomfield will be preaching at 
this service.  
Please bring fold up chairs or 
blankets to sit on. 
Come on and let us have a 
wonderful afternoon together. 
Come and support your Village 
Church Terry 

Flowers by Mary 
• Beautiful Floral designs 
• For home, office, weddings, 

anniversaries, birthdays etc. 
• Big or small occasions 
• Traditionalto contemporary 

designs 
• Affordable prices 
• Free local delivery 
01245 477926 
07929 840631 
marymathew@btinternet.com 

Oh Brothers 
A young monk arrives at the 
monastery. He is assigned to copying 
the old canons and laws of the church, 
by hand, with other monks. He notices 
that all of the monks are copying from 
copies, not from the original 
manuscript. 
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A Wider Walk Around the 
Battlefield of Bosworth 
The forecast was not good: 
rainMand of course, war. We set 
off anyway, all the way to 
Leicester, togged up to the nines 
in sailing waterproofs, to join the 
battle. The Sat Nav got us there; 
pretty good journey really, 
considering the distance and the 
final destination: a hill called 
Ambion in the middle of 
nowhere. 
The coffee shop was not open, a 
less than auspicious start. It was 
8.30 in the morningMwe had 
made sure we would not miss it. 

The site manager kindly made 
us tea, however, possibly our 
last refreshment before battle 
was joined. A straggly group 
began to form around us and 
eyed our mugs of tea jealously. 
We were a motley crew: some 
were patently ill-prepared for 
such a venture: trainers, jeans, 
no provisions and no waterproof, 
despite the forecast. Although, to 
be fair, it wasn’t raining yet and I 
felt rather self-conscious in my 
ocean-going knee-length Musto 
jacket with luminous hood! Our 
two guides were, however, well-
equipped and we followed them 
confidently. 
From Ambion Hill one can see 
the spires of three churches. 
This is exactly what King Richard 
III would have seen that day, 
22nd August, the year of our Lord 
1485. Three churches, but not 
much else: no trees or houses, 
all of which have grown up since. 
As many may know, Ambion Hill 
and the surrounding fields was 
known for many years as the site 
of the Battle of Bosworth and the 

So, the new monk goes to the Old 
Abbot to question this, saying that if 

someone made even a small error in 
the first copy, it would never be picked 

up! In fact, that error would be 
continued in all of the later copies. The 

head monk, says, "We have been 
copying from the copies for centuries, 
but you make a good point, my son." 

Alison in the sailing jacket  
and the oilseed field! 
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place of Richard’s last stand. 
However, between 2005 and 
2010 major archaeological digs 
were undertaken and hundreds 
of cannon balls were found in a 
far field to the southwest of 
Ambion Hill. That was our 
destination. 

The flag displaying the white 
boar, Richard’s emblem flapped 
above us and we followed our 
leaders, willingly, I would even 
say, happily, down the slopes 
towards our doom. We learnt 
about the inconvenience of 
fighting on horseback in armour 
and the lack of convenience of 
any kind. That is when we 
remember that the loos are back 
at the coffee shop! Apparently, a 
knight did not dismountMfor 
anything! My squeamish nature 
recoiling from the details, we 
marched on. 

It began to drizzle. I had brought 
provisions and Andy I ate our 
home-made flapjacks out of 
silver foil that became soggier by 
the minute. Soon, it was actually 
a downpour. It is quite hard to 
eat flapjack through the high 
collar and zip of sailing 
waterproofsMbut it can be done! 
We trudged on. I was actually 
thoroughly enjoying myself! 
History oozed from every 
squelching step and spattered 
up our legs and trickled down 
our necks. It was exhilarating to 
tread where kings had once trod, 
and fought and died, to see what 
their eyes had seenMalmost, 
and to hear the clash of steel, 
the thunder of guns and to smell 
the gunpowder and the sweat. 
Well, at least we had the sweat 
and the thunderMI could 
imagine the rest. 
We marched, single-file through 
fields of wet, oil-seed rape, taller 
than Andy and over my head. 
Even I had wet feet now, my 
‘North Face’ waterproof boots 
deciding that enough was 
enough. We huddled under a 
tree while the rain and the battle 
thundered around us and the 
lightning struck and the guides 

He goes down into the dark caves underneath the 
monastery where the original manuscripts are held as 
archives, in a locked vault that hasn't been opened for 
hundreds of years.  

Hours go by and nobody sees the Old Abbot. 
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painted a picture of a hot and 
sunny battlefield strewn with the 
dead and the dying. 
We came at last to the place. We 
had been marching for four 
hours and this was what I had 
come to see: the place where he 
died. It is at the edge of a field 
where now four trees stand in a 
line and then four more, like his 
last, valiant followers. This was 

where they found the tiny, silver 
boar badge, no bigger than a 
lapel pin. It was the mark of his 
favour, and to wear it, a mark of 
loyalty. Such a tiny thing but so 
precious. We stood and looked 
at the spotMimagining his end: 
His final brave (some say rash) 
charge towards his enemy, 

Henry Duke of Richmond, Henry 
Tudor. Richard managed to kill 
Tudor’s standard bearer, cutting 
his legs from under him. They 
say he fell onto his stumps still 
holding the flag aloft. But before 
Richard could do more, he had 
been set upon, unhorsed and 
hacked to death in the mud. A 
sad end I have always thought. 
But war is always sad. 
We turned our backs. The rain 
lessened. We trudged on, not 
talking. 
A welcome break for food came 
at 2pm. Andy and I had packed 
lunches, which although good, 
had suffered somewhat in the 
eight hours since I had packed 
them. Some bought chips and 
pies at the pub; those who had 
not come prepared were now 
feasting. We began to dry out. 
We peeled off layers. A short 
stop and we were off again. Our 
estimated time of arrival was 
4pm; I doubted we would make 
it. 
We examined the window 
frames of Stoke Golding Church 
where Henry’s men had 
sharpened their halbards and 

So, the young monk gets worried and 
goes down to look for him. He sees 
him banging his head against the wall 
and wailing. "We missed the R! We 
missed the R! We missed the bloody 
R!" His forehead is all bloody and 
bruised and he is crying 
uncontrollably.  

The actual boar badge 
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swords and cut deep gouges into 
the stone. The sun was shining. 
The battle was over. Repair, 
restoration and a dynasty born. 
At St James Church, Dadlington, 
there is a memorial for the 
unnamed dead of Bosworth Field 
or “Redemarsh” as it was known 
then. It is just a piece of blue 
plastic in the graveyard, but it is 
there. Henry Tudor’s son, that 
famous Henry, eighth of that 
name, continued to have masses 
said for their souls for years to 
come. A peaceful place, St 
James. 
We were on the homeward 
stretch: buttercups, young cows, 

blue skies, fluffy clouds, a canal 
and sixteen survivors. It had 
been almost eight hours since 
we began our pilgrimage. Battle-
weary, still sodden in places, but 
elated, we left the field, our 
trophies and spoils of war 
clutched firmly in our hands: a 
leaflet of Dadlington Church, a 
bookmark of Richard III and a 
camera full of photographs. 

 
Alison Barker 

The Bosworth Battlefield Wider 
Walk is conducted six times a 
year, costs £17 per person and 
must be booked in advance. It is 
well worth the effort! 

The young monk asks the old Abbot,  
"What's wrong, father?"  

With a choking voice, the old Abbot replies,  
"The word was .... CELEBRATE!" 
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A Grand Day Out  
in Cambridge. 

A group of about 30 of us visited 
Cambridge and especially 
Queens’ College on 21st June. 
The coach collected us at St 

Andrew’s car park and dropped 
us on Queens’ Road at 11.30am. 
We ventured to various places 
during the day, ate and drank 
and met up again for evensong 
at Queens. Some reflections: 
We had a very good day; we had 
a tour around King’s College 
chapel and went up the tower at 
Great St Mary’s; we had lunch at 
Harriet’s; we were lucky today 
weather-wise; we sat and had a 

cup of coffee and then we went 
on an open top bus - it was so 
good we went round a bit more! 
It went to the American War 
Cemetery at Madingley; it is nice 

to sit down and relax and watch 

the world go by; we walked up 
King’s Parade and went to the 
Round Church; we sighed when 
we couldn’t see the Bridge of 
Sighs and went and sat in the 
park; we looked at the river and 

watched the punting; we could 
do it all day - there was a bride 
and groom; we had lunch and hit 
the shopping malls and markets 
- it’s a beautiful town; after coffee 
we went via King’s College and 

wandered all around and ended 
up at St Mary’s University 
Church and had a quiet time; we 
had lunch in St Michael’s Church 
and then got lost looking for the 
Fitzwilliam Museum - we found it 

was smashing when we did get 
there and could spend a couple 
of days there; we went around 
the shops and then went into 
Great St Mary’s - they have been 
on the radio - it was very 

interesting; we had a nice 
comfortable ride here and then 
we walked down the backs - we 
didn’t see a single punter fall into 
the water; we listened to the jazz 
swing band beside the market 

place and then a group of 
singers came along; I am afraid I 
had to go to John Lewis. 
Following tea with Dr Holmes we 
were most knowledgeably shown 
round the college before and 

after a wonderful evensong with 
the college choir. 
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Thanks to Terry for arranging a 

grand day out. 
In conversation with Revd Dr 
Jonathon Holmes who is the 
Dean of Chapel at Queens’, was 
the College’s chaplain and is an 
academic researching in 

veterinary anatomy: Sandon’s 
association with Queens’ goes 
back to the 18th century. Queens’ 
has 8 livings; one in Essex, two 
in Norfolk, 3 in Cambridgeshire, 
one in each of Wiltshire and 

Nottinghamshire. As Patron they 
had liability for the Chancel of 
their churches and choosing who 
the vicar was. Vicars were 
generally Fellows of the College. 

SANDON  
VILLAGE HALL 

Rock  
n  

Roll 
50`s 60`s 

DANCE 
September 20

th
 

Music by the 

Dancettes 
8pm to 11.30pm 

Hot Food Burgers  
& Hot dogs 

Tea & coffee available  
BYO Drink 

Entrance £7 
Help raise funds  
for your village hall 

For more details contact 
Ray 01245 472386 
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Sandon WI 
The WI Meeting of 12th June was 
a meeting run entirely by the 
members. The theme was 

‘Memories of the two World 
Wars’. The Village Hall was 
decorated with Union flags and 
bunting. Barbara Hodges took 
the chair for the day and 
introduced an extensive display 

of war memorabilia. 
War-time readings and poems 
were interspersed with songs 
from the period accompanied by 
Mrs Jill Stock on her electric 
organ (keyboard). Jill is a past 

visitor to our ranks. 
A welcome cup of tea was 
augmented by war-time fare 
such as spam and cheese 
sandwiches, jam tarts and bread 
pudding prepared and served by 

the committee who were 
responsible for the whole 

afternoon. The response to the 
call for members to write poems 
entitled ‘My School Days’ was 
poor but the poem judged by the 

members the best will be 
submitted to the forthcoming 
Mildmay Group Meeting at 
Springfield in September. 
The ‘Flower of the Month’ 
competition was won by Celia 

Kerslake and the Raffle featured 
prizes which would have been 
appropriate during the war years, 
mainly food: jars of war-time like 
sweets, flour, sugar etc. 
Among the events upcoming is a 

Garden Party at the home of 
Eileen Bartrup for members only 
and the WI Quiz final, which a 
team from Sandon WI has won 
through to the next stage. This is 
at Hadfelda - Hatfield Peverel. 

Mrs Norma Monck 

Saturday 20th & Sunday 21st September 
See the displays of organisations in church and village. We 

invite you to become a Friend of St. Andrews Church 
Church open with guides from 2 pm – 4 pm 

Refreshments during the afternoon. Visit the bell tower and have a try. 
Have a try at handbell ringing 

3 pm Presentation about the Friends of Sandon Church both 
days. 

Come and give a donation to the church and make history by putting 
your name in the time capsule which will be buried in the churchyard. 

Evening Concert on Saturday at 7:30 pm  
with The Southend Boys and Girls Choir. 

Tickets available in August from Terry. Ring 01245 698988. 
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PARISH PEOPLE 
Full name:  
Ronald Robbin-Coker 
Known as: Ron (or “Little Ron” 
on Sandon Parish Council – 
something to do with another 
rather differently sized Ron on 

the team) 
When did you arrive in 

Sandon? 14 years ago. 
What was the reason you 

came? 
My wife got a job with Lloyds 

Banking Group in Chelmsford 
which would have meant a daily 
commute from Harrow, 
Middlesex. Fortunately we 
spotted an advert in the Essex 
Chronicle (for a house in Howe 

Green) with the rather 
apocalyptic invitation to “come 
and watch the sun set over the 
Essex countryside.” So we did. 
Did you have any ambitions as 

a child? 
Quite a few, but the one that 
lasted longest was a recurrent 

desire to be the Archbishop of 
Canterbury while growing up in 
what used to be called ‘British 
West Africa’. 
Do they remotely resemble 

anything you do now? 
WellM I do have occasional 
difficulty working out the 
difference between preaching 
and teaching; I suspect I often 

do the former when I’m meant to 
be doing the latter. 
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How did you become a 

Christian? 
I was born into a Christian 
(Anglican) family - my great 
great grandfather James Robbin, 
was an Archdeacon; my great 
grandfather Daniel Coker was a 

Canon (and a Professor of 
Hebrew in his spare time). My 
wife and I became Catholic 
converts in 1991, primarily a 
consequence of having spent too 
much time in the company of 

Cardinal Newman’s biggest fan, 
A. O. J. Cockshut, at Oxford. 
Should I have made that 
confession? 
What life experiences have 

been most special for you? 
Getting married to my childhood 
love and being present at the 
births of both our children. 

A film or book that has moved 

you? 
Difficult callM but I’d probably go 
for Lew Wallace’s novel ‘Ben 
Hur: A Tale of Christ’ and of 
course the movie it was made 
into in 1959.  Every time I watch 

the film (and I’ve lost count how 
often) I have powerful sensations 
of both the divinity and the 
humanity of our Lord. 
Your favourite part of the Bible 
I love the historical books in the 

Old Testament, the 1st and 2nd 
Chronicles for instance, with all 
those genealogically precise 
narratives (‘and Mizraim begat 
Ludim, and Anamim, and 
Lehabim, and NaphtuhimM’ etc). 

My favourite biblical text though 
is Ruth’s declaration of loyalty to 
Naomi (Ruth 1, 16 – 17):  
“Entreat me not to leave thee, or 

GRANT AND JONES 
Have moved from MOULSHAM St to 
BUTTS GREEN GARDEN CENTRE,  
formerly Sandon Garden Centre 
FIREPLACE SURROUNDS, STOVES,  
GAS AND ELECTRIC FIRES. 
BESPOKE SERVICE 
FREE SURVEY IN LOCAL AREAS 
FREE PARKING 
HETAS AND GAS SAFE REGISTERED 
www.grantandjones.co.uk 
email:- sales@grantandjones.co.uk 
tel:-01245 349420 
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to return from following after 

thee: for whither thou goest I will 
go; and where thou lodgest I will 
lodge: thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God: 
Where thou diest, will I die, and 
there will I be buried: the LORD 

do so to me, and more also, if 
ought but death part thee and 
me.” 
Words that especially inspire 

you? 
From Bunyan’s Pilgrims 

Progress, the account of Mr 

Valiant-for-truth’s summons and 
his final journey: 
“When the day that he must go 
hence was come, many 
accompanied him to the 

riverside; into which as he went 

he said, ‘Death, where is thy 
sting?’ And as he went down 
deeper, he said, ‘Grave, where is 
thy victory?’ So he passed over; 
and all the trumpets sounded for 
him on the other side.” 
What a way to go! 
What kind of behaviour do you 

find most difficult to tolerate? 
People who throw rubbish out of 
car windows as they drive 
through Sandon. 
Night or morning person? 
Definitely a creature of the night. 
Marking books after midnight 
while listening to the Shipping 
Forecast on BBC Radio 4 is the 
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only method for conquering 

insomnia that works for me. 
Which season do you prefer? 
I prefer the long dry sunny 
season (virtually unknown in this 
part of the world, unfortunately). 
Favourite hymn? O Love that 

Wilt Not Let Me Go (George 
Matheson). 
Do you have friends from 

other faiths? 
I grew up in a multi-faith, multi-
cultural and multi-ethnic 

environment and so, yes, my 
circle of friends (and family) fully 
reflects that diversity. 
If you could donate a large 

sum to a charity which would 

you choose? 
Comic Relief, to support the 
great work they are doing to 
improve the education and life 
chances of children and young 
people in Africa and elsewhere. 
If you could save one thing 

that you own from a fire, what 

would it be? 
It would be my rather battered 
copy of Wordsworth’s Prelude 

dating back to Uni days. It’s 
special to me because it has 
notes and marginalia I have 
grown up with and added to over 

the years; I would feel really, 
really, lost without it. 
What moment of your life 

would you most like to relive? 
Competing in the Varsity 
Athletics Match for Oxford vs 

Cambridge. Last time round I 
was narrowly pipped into second 
place in my event, the triple 
jump. Although I only got a Half 
Blue out of it (not as important as 
racing boats along the Thames, 

obviously) I still felt like 
Chesterton’s Donkey:  
“Fools! For I also had my hour;  
One far, fierce hour and sweet: 
There was a shout about my 
ears, 
And palms before my feet.” 
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Plot to Pot. Leslie Worboys 

intends to continue this column 
next month. Other priorities have 
overtaken Plot to Pot this month. 



Sandon Parish Magazine August 2014 Page 28 

Saint Andrew’s Parish Church Contacts 

Priest-in-Charge 
Revd. Terry Brown* 

tgabrown@hotmail.com 
698988 

Church Wardens 
Janet Terry* 
David Farrar* 

472997 
471484 

PCC Secretary Christine Mennie* 281305 

PCC Treasurer Nick Bobeldijk* 471756 

Child Protection Alison Read 474858 

Vulnerable Adults Christine Farrar 471484 

Electoral Roll Liz Bobeldijk 471756 

Organist Ron Woods 268304 

Bell Ringing Nick Tovey 472692 

Tiny Tots Alison Read 474858 

Magazine Editor Richard Cecil 224747 

Parochial Church  
Council Members 

as * above and Judy Cecil, Valerie Grimwood, 
Dennis Terry and Ian Underwood. 

Regular Activities 

2nd Sundays of the month  08:00 am Holy Communion (Traditional) 

  10:00 am Family Service 

Other Sundays  10:00 am Parish Eucharist 

Tuesdays  9:30 am Holy Communion 

  10:00 am Tea/Coffee and Chat 

  6:30 pm St Andrew’s Youth Fellowship 
(term time only) 

  7:45 pm Bell Ringing Practice 

Wednesdays  9:30 am Celtic Morning Prayer (2nd & 4th of 

  1:00 pm Tiny Tots (term time only) 
Fridays  7.30 pm Choir Practice 


